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all intended to show her devotion, nay, her spiritual union with Allah. When she was asked to get married, she said: * My inmost being is married, therefore I say, that my being has perished within me, and has been resuscitated in God. Since then, I am entirely in His power, nay, I am all Himself. He who wishes for me as his bride, must ask not me, but Him.' When Hassan Basri (a famous theologian) asked her by what way and by what means she had risen to that height, she answered: c By losing everything that I had found, in Him/ And when asked once more, by what way and by what means she had come to know Him, she exclaimed: c 0 Hassan, thou knowest by certain ways and by certain means; I know without ways and means/ When she was ill and laid up, three great theologians visited her. One, Hassan Basri, said: e He is not sincere in his prayers, who does not bear patiently the castigation of the Lord/ The other, Shakik by name, said: 'He is not sincere in his prayers, who does not rejoice in His castigation/ But Kabia, still perceiving something of the self in all this, replied: ' He is not sincere in his prayers, who, when he sees the Lord, does not forget that he is being chastised/
Another time when she was very ill, and was asked the cause of her illness, she said: c I have been thinking of the joys of paradise, therefore my Lord has punished me/ And again she said: ' A wound within iny heart devours me; it cannot be healed except through my union with my friend. I shall remain ailing, till I have gained my end on the last day/
This is language with which students of the lives of Christian Saints are familiar. It often becomes